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IQ.  (C)  The  Government  of  India  (GOI)  is  capable  of  sending 
both  military  and  civilian  resources  to  help  accomplish  the 
mission  in  Iraq,  but  the  will  to  do  so  does  not  exist.  In 
2003,  when  the  U.S.  first  approached  the  GOI  to  contribute 
troops  to  Iraq,  then-Prime  Minister  Vajpayee's  initial 
reaction  was  positive.  When  Parliament  debated  the  subject 
later,  however,  there  was  widespread  opposition  from 
political  parties  across  the  spectrum  to  sending  Indian 
troops  or  civilians  to  Iraq.  Even  the  rightist  Bhartiya 
Janata  Party  (BJP),  which  supported  U.S.  goals,  was  deeply 
divided  on  sending  Indian  troops.  Many  political  parties 
were  concerned  about  pleasing  their  Muslim  vote  blocs  and,  in 
light  of  impending  2004  elections,  put  pressure  on  Vajpayee 
to  keep  India  out  of  the  war  in  Iraq.  While  a different 
government  is  in  power  now,  it  is  a shaky  coalition,  and 
concerns  about  Iraq  are  even  more  acute.  The  United 
Progressive  Alliance  (UPA)-ruled  government  must  consider  the 
views  of  Muslim  constituencies,  vital  to  its  political 
survival,  who  would  not/not  be  in  favor  of  participation  in 
the  Iraq  coalition.  Post  suggests  that  approaching  the 
Indian  government  at  this  time  for  the  contribution  of  troops 
and/or  civilians  would  be  unlikely  to  succeed. 
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